488      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
Haygood's brigades, had been sent from the lines before Richmond on Tuesday last, arriving at Wilmington on Friday night.
General Weitzel advanced his skirmish line within fifty (50) yards of the fort, while the garrison were kept in their bomb proofs by the fire of the Navy, and so closely that three (3) or four (4) men of the picket line ventured upon the parapet and through the sally port of the work, capturing a horse which they brought off, killing the orderly who was the bearer of a dispatch from the Chief of Artillery of General Whiting to bring a light battery within the fort, and also brought away from the parapet the flag of the fort. This was done while the shells of the Navy were f ailing about the heads of the daring men who entered the fort, and it was found as soon as the fire of the Navy ceased because of darkness, that the fort was fully manned again, and opened with grape and canister upon our picket line.
Finding that nothing but the operations of a siege, which did not come within my instructions, would reduce the fort, and in view of the threatening aspect of the weather, wind arising from the south-east rendering it impossible to make further landings through the surf, I caused the troops with their prisoners to be re-embarked, and see nothing further that can be done by the land forces. I shall therefore sail for Hampton Roads as soon as the transport fleet can be got in order.
My engineers and officers report Fort Fisher to me as substantially uninjured as a defensive work. I have the honor to be, Very respectfully,
BBNJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comdg. From General Butler
Head Qrs. Dept. Va. & N. C., Deo. Z6tkr 1864
As soon as the troops are re-embarked, all the transports and supply vessels will sail for Fort Monroe. Any vessel not having coal or water enough to reach there will put in to Beaufort, N. C. to procure the supplies and thence proceed to Hampton Roads with all possible despatch.
All the transports having troops, except the "Empire City," will at once go up James River and land the troops at Varina or Deep Bottom.
The "Empire City" will lighter her troops and land them at Beaufort. Vessels will be sent down to take her troops to the Army of the James.